
Virtual Open House – May 6th @6pm featuring Academics and Student Support 

Question and Answer Forum: 

1) From Maria in Riverhead:  Q - How often do students attend Mass? 

A - Students have the opportunity to attend Mass every day before school in our School Chapel 

at 7:15am.  As a larger community, we have scheduled Mass Days usually once a month that is 

incorporated into the school day.  We celebrate Mass for Holy Days of Obligation such as All 

Saints Day, Ash Wednesday, Feast of the Ascension, Thanksgiving, Christmas, Easter, etc.  In 

addition to expressing our faith in the celebration of Mass, our Campus Ministry program led by 

our school Chaplain Fr. Dave, offer numerous opportunities for students to grow in the Catholic 

Faith with retreats, trips, and other volunteer efforts to help those in need in the larger 

communities of Long Island and beyond.  St. John the Baptist students can often be found 

visiting the homeless, providing food for our local parish pantries, and coordinating drives for 

worthy causes – all with the joy of giving of themselves for the greater good of everyone. 

 

2) From Yvonne in West Babylon: Q – Is the Entrance exam necessary? 

A - The short answer is No – the entrance exam is not necessary to be accepted to St. John the 

Baptist DHS, however, we strongly encourage 8th grade students to register and take the 

entrance exam – the TACHS exam – to be considered for an Academic Scholarship.  Details on 

how to register for the exam can be found on our website – www.stjohnthebaptistdhs.net under 

our Admissions tab.  You can also visit the TACHS website directly at tachsinfo.com.  Students 

that apply to St. John the Baptist DHS without taking the TACHS exam will need to utilize our 

online application process.  Details of this process can be found on our website under the 

Admissions tab. 

 

Q – In order to take the College Level courses, do you have to be in AP courses? 

A – No, Advanced Placement Courses are not a pre-requisite for our St. John’s University, Molloy 

College, or Adelphi University college credit level courses.  We currently offer over 17 courses 

that qualify for college credit at the previously mentioned institutions, and every year we are 

looking to increase the number of courses eligible for college credit.  Additionally, these credits 

are often accepted by many other institutions across the country.  You will need to inquire with 

the college your child is interested in attending to see if they accept the credit from St. John’s 

University, Molloy College, or Adelphi University. Many of our students graduate high school 

with over 12 credits from college – making them a 2nd semester college student before even 

stepping foot on a college campus! 

 

3) From Kurt in Seaford: Q – What events take place during the week before school starts for 

freshman? 

A – Our freshmen will actually be contacted earlier in the summer by a current student 

representing our Big Brother/Big Sister program.  The purpose of this program is to connect our 

incoming freshmen with a current student so they feel welcomed and have someone to contact 

that can answer any questions they may have prior to stepping foot on campus.  The week 

before school opens, our incoming freshmen will attend our Forerunner Days – basically a few 

days of fun and games to help become familiar with the campus.  The week school opens, our 

http://www.stjohnthebaptistdhs.net/
http://www.tachsinfo.com/


freshmen will have Orientation Days – where they will be issued their lockers, Chromebooks, 

and other items needed to begin classes: all of this prior to attending their 1st day of classes! 

 

4) From Jen in Elwood: Q – Do individual school districts provide transportation to and from SJB 

free of charge? 

A- Yes, your public-school district will provide busing if you reside within a 15-mile radius of St. 

John the Baptist DHS and you notify your district that your child is attending St. John the 

Baptist by April 1st.  Any family that resides outside the 15-mile radius, we do provide some 

other transportation means: if you live on the East End of Long Island, St. John the Baptist 

DHS supplies busing currently free of charge.  Additional information regarding this program 

can be found on our website under the Admissions tab.  For students that live on the north 

shore outside the 15-mile radius, or west of the 15 -mile radius, we provide Shuttle Service 

to and from the LIRR Babylon Station. 

 

5) From Lorraine in Northport: Q- What is taught in freshman year of religion? 

A- Our Religious Studies 9 course – Jesus and the Church Year – is an overview of the Christian 

Faith using the Nicene Creed as its foundation.  Topics include the Trinity, the person of 

Jesus the Christ in Scripture and Tradition, the Holy Spirit as the foundation of the Church, 

the Church as the Body of Christ in the World, the Sacraments, the Communion of Saints, 

and the Final Judgment.  Sophomore year Religious Studies 10 covers Scripture, while 

Religious Studies 11 in junior year covers Catholic Christian Morality and Religious Studies 12 

in senior year covers Apologetics – a summative course designed and supported by the 

Augustine Institute that introduces students to philosophical questions concerning the 

nature of God and Human Identity. 

 

6) From Dan in Holbrook: Q – If a student took Spanish at another school, does that count 

towards the 3-year requirement at St. John’s?  

A- This is a multi-layered question – if “the other” school you are referring to is 8th grade – 

which results in the Checkpoint A FLACS Exam, then yes – a student may be eligible to take 

our Language Placement exam and begin freshman year in Spanish Level 2, culminating in 

Spanish Level 3 in sophomore year with the Checkpoint B FLACS Exam.   If a student takes a 

Checkpoint B level 1 course at another high school, then upon entering St. John the Baptist 

DHS, the student will be placed in Spanish level 2 and their progression will culminate in the 

checkpoint B FLACS Exam at the conclusion of the Level 3 course.  The ultimate goal of St. 

John the Baptist DHS World Language curriculum is for students to meet NY State standards 

for Checkpoint B proficiency in a language other than English so they are well equipped to 

meet the challenges of college and career pursuits.  

 

7) From Rose in Bayshore: Q – How does SJB base student eligibility for your Honors and AP level 

placement? 

A- St. John the Baptist DHS Academic curriculum is student centered – meaning students are 

offered Regents Level, Honors Level, or AP level courses based on their strengths exhibit in 

each of the disciplines.  It is not an “all or nothing” approach.  A student can take an Honors 

level math course while taking a Regents level English course.  Current student achievement 



in each of the academic disciplines determines eligibility of the subsequent year course 

offerings.  The student’s guidance counselor is instrumental in this process as each student 

will have a meeting with their counselor during the scheduling process to discuss the 

options for your child.  Upon entering St. John the Baptist DHS as an incoming freshman, 

scores on the TACHS Exam and/or 8th Grade Report Cards will be used to determine 

eligibility for Honors level courses during Freshman year.  

 

8) From Claire in Port Jefferson: Q – How often can my daughter meet with her guidance 

counselor?  Does she stay with the same counselor all 4 years? 

A- Students are assigned a guidance counselor that will stay with them during their entire High 

School career.  The Guidance Department is committed to facilitating each student’s 

academic, emotional, social, and spiritual growth.  The counselors use Orientation, 

Homeroom/Advisory periods, and a scheduled Guidance period which is built into the 

student’s schedule during a specific marking period to gain further access to the students to 

help become better acquainted to their personal needs and goals.  Guidance appointments 

call be scheduled by the student anytime they need to meet with their counselor.  As early 

as freshman year, the guidance Department begins encouraging the students to explore 

their individuality and post High School goals utilizing College and Career readiness 

programs and Strength Explorer programs included in our College web-based program 

Naviance. 

 

9) From Steve in Levittown: Q – What type of extra help does SJB offer its students? 

A- Students can attend extra help sessions offered by their teachers any day after school.  Each 

department schedules specific days so a student will not have a conflict in choosing which 

extra help to attend.  Our teachers can often be found working with students during their 

study hall periods, or even in some instances, before school begins!  Our dedicated faculty 

are always just a phone call or an email away to discuss any concerns that you may have 

when it comes to your child’s academic success.  We share in the ‘partnership’ with our 

parents to ensure every child reaches their full potential.  St. John the Baptist DHS also has 

tutoring offered by members of our National Honor Society after school in our State-of-the-

Art library.  The library may also be utilized by our students after school for a quiet place to 

study, get ahead on assignments, or read a good book.  

 

10) From Jessica in Glen Cove: Q – Does SJB have a policy for participating in athletics and is there 

an eligibility requirement? 

A- Students are encouraged to participate in as many Athletic programs as they so desire.  The 

key is to balance their time and commitment without over extending themselves.  Our 

athletes are Student Athletes – meaning, academics come first.  Our tremendous Athletic 

Directors and coaches are fully committed to ensuring the students are successful within 

their courses of study prior to taking the field or court.  Many of our sport programs have a 

‘study period’ prior to practice so students may attend extra help if it is needed.  Students 

must maintain passing grades in their courses to remain eligible to participate in our Athletic 

Program.  You can view all of the different Sport Programs we offer on our website under 

the Athletic page. 


