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February 2021 

 

Dear Families of the SJB Community, 

 

Welcome back to the SJB Diversity & Equity for All Students Committee’s Film Series! We’re 

so excited about this month’s movie, which is the 1997 version of Rodger and Hammerstein’s 

Cinderella starring Whitney Houston and Brandy. The film is finally being released on a 

streaming service this weekend for the first time in 24 years and we are more than excited to 

feature it this month! To view a video featuring some behind-the-scenes moments with the cast, 

click here!  

 

You and your family can celebrate the start of February break with a Family Movie Night by 

streaming this movie on Disney+ or renting it on YouTube or Amazon. The movie is 

recommended for children ages six and up (this approval and its explanation can be accessed 

here). After watching the movie, we recommend that you engage in the discussion questions 

found below, which may lead to important conversations about on-going issues in today’s world. 

Finally, we ask that you complete this form to let us know what you thought about the 

experience.  

 

Rodger & Hammerstein’s Cinderella Discussion Questions 

1. This film features actors and actresses of various races and cultures playing roles that 

had previously been played by white individuals. Why is it important diversify casts 

and roles such as Cinderella and the Fairy Godmother in movies and TV shows? 

2. While the film may be progressive in terms of its multicultural casting, the plot of 

Cinderella remains quite stereotypical in its traditional expectations and gender roles. 

How could the plot or characters be changed to tell a more modern, empowering story? 

3. After its release in 1997, the film faced criticism for being as diverse as it was. Do you 

think people would react differently today to such a movie being released? What can 

this response tell us about society? 

 

Grab your popcorn and get ready for another great Family Movie Night! We hope that you find 

this activity to be useful, reflective, and enjoyable for you and your family. Enjoy the February 

break and we will see you next month! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

and the SJB Diversity & Equity for All Students Committee 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c90CWobR5Yw
https://www.commonsensemedia.org/movie-reviews/rodgers-hammersteins-cinderella
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD5Sxf5ddQThF8GgMMzbLMXszidRR1QEoa5WWR5D0mC-bvyg/viewform?usp=sf_link

